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Keswick  Urban  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Keswick  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1948, 
which  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  1961  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  dated  16th  February,  1940,  and  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Memorandum  SD/54,  received  June,  1949,  as  directed. 

I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  MASON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (acres),  1,272. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1948)  4,630  (see  page  5) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1948),  according  to  rate  books,  1508. 

Rateable  Value,  £35,449. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  £140  14s.  4d. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  (Legitimate 
Births!  Illegitimate 

47 

1 

23 

* 

0 

2|]  Live  Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  10  3 

Still  Births 

1 

0 

1  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(illegit.) 

(live  and  still)  Births,  20‘4 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Deaths 

67 

28 

39  Crude  Death  Rate  (R.G.)  14*4 

per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population. 


Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Childbirth) : 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  Births. 

nil. 

nil. 


Total  0 


nil. 


2 

42 

43 
nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  0 

,,  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  6 


Infantile  Mortality  : 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Death  Rate  „  „  „  „  (approx.)  - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  „ 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  „ 
Illegitimate  „  illegitimate  „  „ 
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KESWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1948. 


The  area  of  the  district  in  statute  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  is  1,272. 

Social  conditions  and  local  industries  remain  as  hitherto. 

Meteorological  Conditions  : — These  are  shown  in  a  report  by  Mr.  Tom 
Wilson,  Official  Observer  to  the  Meteorological  Office  and  Air  Ministry,  and 
given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


POPULATION. 

For  1948,  the  figure  given  for  the  resident  population  of  the  district  by  the 
Registrar-General  is  4,630,  on  which  the  birth  and  death  rates  and  the  incidence 
of  notifiable  diseases  are  based.  (N.B. — Figures  relating  to  non-civilians  are 
excluded). 

(The  figure  for  1947  was  4,546). 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  came  into  operation  on  5th  July,  1948. 
The  Act  was  the  final  step  in  the  break  up  of  the  Poor  Law,  its  general  object 
being  to  substitute  a  comprehensive  national  scheme  of  assistance  and  welfare 
services.  The  usual  statistics  for  the  local  Public  Assistance  Committee  are, 
therefore,  no  longer  available. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  J.  T  Gill,  Clerk  of  the  now 
extinct  Public  Assistance  Committee,  who  for  many  years  has  furnished  me  with 
data  relating  to  this  work.  (Mr.  Gill  retired  at  the  end  of  June,  1949,  with  the 
good  wishes  of  all  colleagues). 


VITAL  STATISTICS— BIRTHS. 

Live  Births. — There  were  only  48  Live  Births  (23  males  and  25  females) 
registered  as  belonging  to  the  district ;  of  these  1  (female)  was  illegitimate. 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  was  accordingly  10'3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  com¬ 
pared  with  76  births  and  a  rate  of  1 6*7  for  the  previous  year. 
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Comparisons  may  be  given  as  follows 
Birth  Rates,  1948 — Cumberland  ...  ...  ...  19  4 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  19  5 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  19.2 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  17  9 

Keswick  Urban  District  ...  ...  10‘3 


The  one  illegitimate  birth  makes  the  percentage  of  Illegitimate  Live  Births 
2  08,  as  compared  with  6  births  with  a  percentage  of  7'8  in  1947. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1948. 

Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females 

All  Causes  ...  28  ...  39 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping-cough  ....  . . 

Diphtheria . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

Influenza  . 

Measles  . 

Ac  :  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

Ac  :  inf  :  encaphalitis  . 

Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  oesoph  :  (M.)  Uterus  (F.) 
„  stomach  and  duodenum 

„  breast  ... 

„  all  other  sites . 

Diabetes . 

Intra-cran  :  vase  :  lesions 
Deart  Dis  : 

Other  Dis  :  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  :  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
Appendicitis 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis  . 

Puerperal  and  post-abort 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth  ... 

Congen  :  malform  :  birth 

Suicide  . 

Road  Traffic  Acc  : 

Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes  ... 


sepsis 


inj  :  infant  di 


3 

9 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 


4 

1 

4 
16 

1 

1 

5 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age — Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 


6 


Males 

Females 

(Total  ... 

...  23 

...  25 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

...  23 

...  24 

1  Illegitimate 

...-  — 

1 

(Total  ... 

1 

Still  Births  j  Legitimate 

(illegitimate 

1 

Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths)— 1948— R.G. 

4,630 

Still  Births. — There  was  one  still  birth  (illeg.)  registered,  so  that  the  Still 
Birth  Rate  therefore,  was  '21  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  same  as  for  1947. 
(The  rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  was  0  42). 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  was  20'4,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  129  in  1947. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  belonging  to  Keswick  was  67  (1947 — 66). 
This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  14‘4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  14'5  for  the  previous  year.  An  Adjusting  or  Area  Comparability  Factor 
has  not  been  provided  by  the  Registrar-General  for  1948,  so  the  adjusted  death 
rate  (which  no  doubt  would  be  lower)  cannot  be  given. 


Comparisons  : — 

Crude 

Death  Rates,  1948 — Cumberland 

11*6 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

11*6 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 

1 1*7 

England  and  Wales 

108 

Keswick  Urban  District 

14-4 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  two  deaths  (both  legitimate)  among  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  so  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  4T6  per  1,000  birth,  as  compared 
with  two  deaths  and  a  rate  of  26'3  in  1947. 

The  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Meningitis  Meningo-myelocele  and  Spina  Bifida  (aet.  6  mths.) 

Infantile  Convulsions  with  Asplyxia  (aet.  1  wk.) 

The  Illegitimate  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  births,  there¬ 
fore,  and  the  Legitimate  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  births  were 
respectively  nil  and  42‘5.  These  latter  rates  were  nil  and  28'7  for  the  previous 
year. 


Comparisons  may  be  given  as  follows  : — 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  1948  : 

Cumberland  ...  ...  ...  37 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  37 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  36 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  34 

Keswick  Urban  District  (approx.)  ...  42 
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SENILE  DEATH  RATE. 

44  persons  had  attained  the  age  of  65  years  or  upwards.  This  number 
represents  a  Senile  Death  Rate  of  65'6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  as  compared 
with  72-7  for  1947. 

Out  of  the  total  44  deaths  : — 


7  (5m.  2f.)  persons  died  between  the  ages  of  65  and  70  years. 

9  (4m.  5f.) 

99 

99  99  99 

70  and  75  years. 

9  (3m.  6f.) 

99 

99  99  99 

75  and  80  years. 

8  (2m.  6f.) 

99 

99  99  99 

80  and  85  years. 

7  (lm.  6f.) 

99 

99  99  99 

85  and  90  years. 

2  (m.) 

99 

,,  at  90  years  of  age. 

2  (f.) 

99 

,,  at  91  years  of  age. 

INQUESTS,  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS, 

AND  VIOLENCE. 

In  respect  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  the  year,  there  was  one 
inquest.  Inquests  were  held  within  the  district  in  respect  of  3  non-residents. 
One  death  was  “  Uncertified.” 

No  Coroner’s  certificate  was  received  of  any  case  where  post-mortem  exam¬ 
ination  had  been  made,  but  no  inquest  was  held. 

Violence. — The  death  rate  due  to  Violence  (all  forms)  was  0  21  per  1,000  of 
the  population  in  the  Keswick  Urban  District.  Below  will  be  seen  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Suicide,  Road  Traffic  Accident,  Other  Violence  and  the  Total 
Violence  Deaths,  together  with  the  percentages  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes, 
and  the  death  rates  from  each  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

Other  Violence 
excluding 

Road  Traffic  Road  Traffic  Total 

Suicide.  Acc.  Acc.  Violence. 


1948.  1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

Deaths 

1 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

2 

1 

2 

%  of  all  causes  ... 
Death  Rate  per 

1  *49 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

303 

1-49 

303 

1,000  population 

•21 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

•43 

•21 

•43 

The  one  violence  death 
(m.  70  years). 

during  the  year  was  Suicide  whilst  of  unsound 

mind 

CANCER. 


Cancer  proved  fatal  in  6  cases  as  follows  : — 


System. 

Primary  Organ. 

Males. 

Females. 

Years 

Alimentary  1 

...  Stomach 

1 

61 

Bowel 

1 

68 

Rectum  ... 

l 

72 

Hepatic  ... 

...  Gall-bladder 

l 

72 

Respiratory 

...  Larynx  ... 

i 

72 

Other 

...  Vulva 

1 

48 

Totals 

2 

4 

8 


This  number  corresponds  to  a  cancer  death  rate  of  1'2  per  1,000  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation,  as  compared  with  10  deaths  and  a  rate  of  21  in  1947. 

Approximately  out  of  every  11  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  district  1 
was  due  to  cancer  (last  year  1  in  7). 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

(Vide  also  page  14). 

There  were  3  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  : — 

Males.  Females. 

Respiratory  System  ...  3  0 

Non-Pulmonary...  ...  0  0 

(One  case  not  previously  notified — sudden  death  from  haemoptysis). 

The  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  death  rate,  therefore,  was  0‘64  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  two  deaths  and  a  rate  of  0’43  for  1947. 

The  death  rate  for  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  was  also  0'64  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  0  43  for  1947. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


PUBLIC  •HEALTH  STAFF. 


1.  Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  One  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  Jenkins,  who  is  also  the  Surveyor  and  Water 

Engineer,  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Chartered  Surveyors’  Institute  (by  examina¬ 
tion),  and  possesses  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  and  the  Special 
Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Miss  G.  Robinson  was  appointed  to  act  as  assistant  in  the  Surveyor's  Office. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  in  connection  with  the 
investigations  of  certain  cases  of  illness  by  the  Cumberland  Laboratory,  Carlisle, 
during  the  year  1948  : — 


Material. 

Throat  or  Nose  Swabs 


Sputum 

Blood 


Examinations 
for  : 

Diphtheria  Bac. 
Haemolytic  strepto-cocci 
Vincent’s  Angina 
Tubercle  Bac. 

Cell  count,  etc. 


Result 

Pos. 

0 

0 

0 

2 


Neg. 

1 

1 

1 

1 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  County 
Council  became  the  Authority  responsible  for  this  important  public  service  and 
took  over  in  1948.  In  conjunction  with  the  other  areas  provision  has  been  made 
for  this  district  under  the  comprehensive  Ambulance  Scheme  of  the  Cumberland 
County  Council. 

Speaking  generally,  other  particulars  relating  to  Health  Services  (e.g..  Hos¬ 
pitals,  Nursing,  Maternity,  etc.)  remain  unchanged. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  town’s  water  supply  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 

With  the  exception  of  8  houses  at  High  Briery,  where  there  is  a  standpipe, 
all  premises  have  a  piped  supply. 

Four  samples  of  the  raw  water  were  submitted  for  examination.  All  proved 
excellent  in  quality. 

In  view  of  the  very  soft  character  of  the  water  and  the  liability  of  plumbo- 
solvency,  lead  pipes  are  not  used.  Galvanised  iron  and  copper  service  pipes  are 
used  for  domestic  purposes. 

When  new  mains  are  laid,  concrete-lined  pipes  are  used  so  as  to  prevent  in¬ 
crustation,  though  the  water,  of  course,  is  not  affected. 

Chlorination  was  continued  during  the  year. 

Water  Mains. — No  major  extension  was  made  during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  extensions  were  carried  out  in  1948. 

At  the  Outfall  Works. — Owing  to  some  collapsing  of  the  walls  of  the  three 
filter  beds  the  Council  decided  to  rebuild  the  walls  and  provide  new  effluent 
channels  and  new  revolving  distributors.  (At  the  time  of  writing  this  work  is  in 
progress).  The  sludge  was  again  used  by  farmers  and  gaideners. 

Closet  Accommodation — Unchanged. 

SCAVENGING  AND  REMOVAL  OF  REFUSE. 

The  method  of  scavenging  and  removal  and  disposal  of  refuse  proceeds  as 
formerly. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  district  is  undertaken  by  Mr.  J.  Jenkins,  who 
is  also  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer.  It  is  again  a  pleasure  to 
record  my  appreciation  of  his  ever-willing  co-operation,  and  I  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledge  his  invaluable  assistance  in  the  making  of  this  report. 

Summary  supplied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Medical  Officer 


of  Health,  in  pursuance  of  Article  XIX  of  the 
Sanitary  Officer’s  Order,  1926. 

Premises  inspected  during  the  year  ...  ...  174 

Nuisances  or  defects  discovered  ...  ...  ...  152 

Do.  do.  remedied  after  informal  notice  ...  136 

Do.  do.  do.  statutory  notice  ...  9 

Housing  Inspections  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  105 
Factories  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  this  district  at  the  end  of  1948,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  23  premises  were  still  on  the  register,  and  32  inspections  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  revealed  11  defects,  10  of  which  were  then  remedied. 


Premises  Number. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Defects 

Found. 

Written 

Notices. 

Defects  Prose- 

Remedied.  cutions 

0.) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Auth.  ... 

7 

17 

5 

5 

4  — 

(if) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority 

16 

15 

6 

6 

6  — 

(iii.) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Totals 

23 

32 

11 

11 

10  0 

(Section  1  refers  to  Cleanliness,  2  to  Overcrowding,  3  Temperature, 
4  Ventilation,  6  Drainage  of  Floors,  and  7  Sanitary  Conveniences). 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

No  change.  Periodical  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  the  responsible  officer  under  the  Act  since 
the  County  Council  delegated  its  powers  to  the  District  Council.  Every  assist¬ 
ance  is  afforded  to  rid  premises  of  the  rat  menace.  The  refuse  tip  continues  to 
have  special  attention  in  this  respect,  with  good  results. 


HOUSING. 

The  position  regarding  renovation  and  repair  work  generally  remains 
difficult. 

There  were  13  new  Council  Houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 
These  comprised  the  remaining  6  of  the  40  Houses  Scheme,  and  the  first  7  of  the 
24  Houses  Scheme.  The  remaining  17  of  the  latter  scheme  were  well  forward  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Council  decided  to  erect  another  20  Houses  at  the  Brigham  Estate,  but 
no  contract  was  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Five  private  enterprise  houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 

4  Licences  were  issued  for  the  erection  of  private  enterprise  houses. 

95  Licences  were  issued  for  work  in  connection  with  existing  houses  (£4,949). 

36  Licences  were  issued  for  work  in  connection  with  buildings  other  than 
houses  (£1,630). 

HOUSING  APPENDIX. 

(Ref.  Circular  1728  Ministry  of  Health,  25th  October,  1938). 
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STATISTICS. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  104 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  136 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  lespects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers...  ...  98 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

There  were  seven  registered  milk  sellers  whose  premises  were  within  the 
Urban  District,  six  of  these  being  producers  and  retailers.  Inspections  continue 
to  be  made  periodically. 

A  large  quantity  of  the  town’s  milk  supply  is  retailed  by  producers  and  re¬ 
tailers  whose  premises  are  situated  in  the  surrounding  Rural  District.  There 
were  9  of  such  producers  and  retailers  during  1948. 

The  table  below  gives  the  results  of  20  samples  of  milk  retailed  in  the  town 
and  taken  during  1948  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  submitted  for  laboratory 
examination  (Cumberland  Pathological  Laboratory,  Carlisle). 

Of  the  20  samples,  18  were  satisfactory  and  2  unsatisfactory  in  relation  to 
dirt  contamination,  as  follows  : — 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

according  to 

according  to 

Accredited 

Accredited 

Standards. 

Standards  Total 

Samples  produced  in  Urban  District 

10 

0  10 

„  ,,  outside  „ 

8 

2  10 

18 

2  20 

Of  the  2  unsatisfactory  samples  1 

failed  to  pass  the 

B  Coli  Test  alone,  and  1 

failed  in  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  alone 

None  of  the  samples  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Baccilli  proved 
positive. 

On  a  sample  of  milk  being  reported  as  tubercular,  investigation  is  made  by 
veterinary  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Reid,  Divisional  Inspector  of  that  Authority,  for 
the  following  nil  return  of  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  under  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order,  1938,  from  premises  registered  in  the  Keswick  Urban  District 
during  the  year  1948  : — 
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Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  ...  ...  0 

Cows  in  milk  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  cows  or  heifers  ...  ...  ....  0 

Other  bovine  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Types  of  Disease  found  at  post-mortem  : — 

Tuberculosis  of  udder  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  with  emaciation  ...  ...  0 

„  with  chronic  cough  and  showing 

definite  clinical  signs  ...  0 


The  only  milk  (Tubercular  Tested)  under  “  Special  Designation  ”  produced 
in  the  Keswick  Urban  District  was  by  Mr.  Martin  Raven,  High  Hill  Farm,  who 
is  also  a  large  retailer. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Slaughter-Houses. — No  change  from  preceding  year.  Offal  from  the 
Slaughter-Houses  and  wet  Fish  Shops  takes  the  form  of  a  daily  collection  and  is 
disposed  of  by  the  Council  who  make  a  small  charge. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

301 

63 

10 

416 

20 

Number  inspected 

301 

63 

10 

416 

20 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

8 

2 

1 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

26 

3-2 

10 

3 

•  •  • 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  curcases  condemned  ... 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

• 

•  •  • 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

2% 

476 

•  0  0 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  foodstuffs  for  which  condemnation  certificates 
were  issued  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  because  of  disease  or  putrefication,  etc. 


(a)  Butcher  Meat  : — 

7  Carcases  of  Beef  (Tubercular)  ... 

2  Carcases  of  Beef  (Inflammation) 

1  Carcase  of  Beef  (Septicaemia) 

12  Sheep  Carcases  (Crushed  and  generally  unfit) 


lbs. 

2918 

838 

561 

368 


1  Carcase  of  Calf  (Emaciation) 

58  Ox  Livers  (Cirrhosis)  ... 

43  Sheep  Livers  (Cirrhosis) 

Beef  (Ill-bled)  . 

Mutton  (Generally  unfit) 

Sheep  Heads,  Plucks,  etc.  (Generally  unfit) 
Offals  (Generally  unfit)... 


Total — 2  tons,  14  cwts,  0  qrs.,  12  lbs. 

(b)  Fish  : — 

37  Stone. 


30 

696 

106 

64 

72 

83 

324 

6060 


(c)  Other  Foods  : — 

8  Tins  of  Milk  ;  321bs.  Bacon  ;  43  Tins  of  various  Meat  Stuffs  ; 
One  Goose  ;  21  Tins  of  Fruit  ;  244  Meat  Pies  ;  401bs.  Sausage  ; 
41bs.  of  Tea  ;  24  Packets  of  Semolina  ;  10  Bottles  of  Pickles  ;  4 
Tins  of  Baked  Beans. 


Bakehouses.— -There  are  six  in  existence,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  ; 
periodical  inspections  were  made ;  informal  notices  are  occasionally  necessary 
and  readily  complied  with.  In  one  instance  extensive  alterations  were  carried 
out  and  the  premises  to  which  this  refers,  having  been  unsatisfactory  for  some 
years  past,  can  now  be  looked  upon  as  an  up-to-date  Bakery. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OF, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  1948  in  the  Keswick  Urban  District,  including  Pulmonary  and 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  93.  Excluding  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
(vide  post)  the  number  was  8  (the  figure  in  1947  being  6).  Three  of  these  were 
notifications  of  Tuberculosis. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1948. 


Cases  notified 
Total  Cases  1948  admitted 

Disease.  notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  1  0  0 

(Ages— under  1  yr.  1  ;  1 — 2  yrs.  6 ;  2—3  yrs.  8  ;  3—4  yrs.  1  ; 

4 — 5  yrs.  12  ;  5—10  yrs.  40  ;  10 — 15  yrs.  3  ;  15 — 45  yrs.  1) 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  9  0 


(Ages — 1 — 2  yrs.  2  ;  2 — 3  yrs.  1  ;  3 — 4  yrs.  2  ;  4 — 5  yrs.  4  ; 

5 — 10  yrs.  4) 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 


1 

(Age  28) 

1 


0 

0 


Tuberculosis  : — 
Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 


(Age  16) 

f  Males 
f  Females 
/Males 
(Females 


2  2  (San.) 

1  0  „ 

1  1  (Hosp.) 

0  0 


0 


0 


0 


1 

0 

0 

0 
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Table  showing  monthly  incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases,  1948  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia... 
Whooping  Cough... 
Poliomyelitis 
Tuberculosis  : 
Pulmonary 
Other  Forms  ... 


May  June 

July  Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

1 

2 

- 

3 

1 

1 

41 

29 

72 

1 

1 

3  5 

3 

2 

13 

1  1 


111  3 

1  1 


From  notifications  received  it  is  deduced  that  approximately  one  in  every 
579  persons  in  this  district  contracted  a  disease  notifiable  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act  (Chicken-pox,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  excluded) 
and  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations.  (Last  year’s  figure,  1  in  758  and  in  1928  it 
was  1  in  177). 

There  were  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  and  removed  to  hospital  with 
ensuing  recovery.  The  case  rate  and  death  rate  were,  respectively,  0'64  and  nil 
(similarly,  England  and  Wales,  1948 — 1  '73  and  0  00). 

There  were  two  notifications  of  Diphtheria  in  October  ;  both  went  to  hos¬ 
pital  but  were  soon  discharged  as  “  Unconfirmed  ”  ;  the  case  rates  and  death 
rates  therefore,  respectively,  were  nil,  these  rates  for  England  and  Wales  (1948) 
being  0  08  and  000. 

The  immunisation  campaign  against  Diphtheria  was  continued  as  before 
(again  entailing  a  considerable  amount  of  unseen  work).  Inoculations  were 
given  officially  at  the  Crosthwaite  Parish  Room  after  advertising,  etc.  as  previously. 

During  the  year  under  review,  16  elementary  school  children,  5  to  14  years, 
and  40  infants  under  5  years  were  known  to  have  been  given  primary  injections 
(two  at  intervals  of  a  few  weeks). 

64  children  received  a  single  re-inforcing  dose  (these  are  children  who  received 
the  two  primary  doses  4  to  5  years  previously). 

The  co-operation  of  the  local  medical  practitioners,  head  teachers,  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Nurses  and,  particularly,  that  of  the  County  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Horn,  is 
hereby  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — One  case.  The  case  rate  for  this  disease  (including 
Puerperal  Fever)  is  better  expressed  in  relation  to  the  number  of  births  registered 
than  to  the  population.  When  calculated  on  this  basis  the  rate  is  : — Puerperal 
Pyrexia,  20'4  per  1,000  total  births  (i.e.,  live  and  still  births)  registered  during  the 
year.  The  corresponding  rate  (1948)  for  England  and  Wales  was  6'89.  Again 
no  maternal  death  occurred — corresponding,  therefore,  to  a  Maternity  Mortality 
Rate  of  nil  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  the  same  as  in  1947. 

Pneumonia. — No  notification  was  received  ;  two  deaths  were  registered  from 
Pneumonia  (all  forms). 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  and.  similar  to  the 
previous  year  ;  there  were  none  of  typhoid  (including  Para-Typhoid)  Fever,  En¬ 
cephalitis  Lethargica,  or  Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. — One  case  was  notified  as  such  in  1948  (May) — a  girl 
of  16  years.  The  onset,  apparently,  was  sudden,  death  ensuing  rapidly  through 
respiratory  failure. 

Tuberculosis. — Under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  3  cases  (2m.  If.)  of 
Pulmonary  were  notified,  and  1  (m.)  case  of  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Two  cases  were  admitted  to  Sanatorium  during  the  year  (both  m.  pulmonary) 
and  1  (m.  non-pulmonary)  received  hospital  treatment. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  (all  cases) 
during  1948  : — 

New  Cases. 

Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


Age. 

Under  1  year 
1—  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55-65 
65  and  upwards 

Totals 


Deaths. 

Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory 
M.  F.  M.  F 


1 


1 

2 


..2  1  10  3  0 

A  statement  regarding  the  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
will  be  found  on  page  8. 


0 


0 


*  The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1948  was  as 
follows  : — 


Males, 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

15 

6 

21 

Non-Pulmonary 

4 

3 

7 

All  Cases... 

19 

9 

28 

No  action  has  been  required  to  be  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which  relates  to  powers  regarding  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  Tract,  and  in  an  infectious  state 
and  employed  in  connection  with  a  dairy  or  the  handling  of  milk  or  milk  vessels. 

With  reference  to  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62,  regarding  com¬ 
pulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  institution,  no  action  has  been  taken. 

Non-Notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. — Epidemics  usually  occur  in 
conjunction  with  epidemics  in  the  districts  adjoining. 

Influenza  was  again  only  present  to  a  slight  extent  and  no  death  was  attrib¬ 
uted  to  this  disease,  so  that  the  influenza  death  rate  was  nil  per  1,000  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation,  the  same  as  in  1947.  (The  rate,  1948,  for  England  and  Wales  was  0  03). 

Re  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (which  became  notifiable  as  from  1st 
November,  1939).— In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  Keswick  suffered  an  epidemic 
of  Measles,  70  out  of  the  year’s  total  of  72  notified  being  in  November  and  De¬ 
cember.  In  the  last  four  months  Whooping  Cough,  also,  was  prevalent,  13  cases 
being  notified. 

The  case  rates  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (as  per  notifications)  were 
therefore,  respectively,  1 5*35  and  2'80  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  9‘34  and  3'42  for  all  England  and  Wales. 

No  death  occurring  from  either  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  (as  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year),  the  death  rates  were  again  nil  per  1,000  of  the  population,  respec¬ 
tively,  as  compared  with  0  01  and  0  02  for  England  and  Wales,  1948. 


There  were  no  school  closures  due  to  epidemic  diseases  during  the  yenr. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  STATION. 

Height  above  sea  level,  254  ft.  Lat.  54°  36'  N.  Long  3°  9'  W. 


RETURNS  FOR  1948. 


RAINFALL.  SUNSHINE. 


Month. 

Amount. 
Inches.  Days. 

Greatest  fall 
on  one  day. 

Average 
46  years. 

Amount. 
Hours.  Days. 

Aver. 
46  yrs. 

January 

963 

on 

29  ... 

1*55  on  4th 

...  6*44  . 

.  16*6  on  15  ... 

34*3 

February  ... 

5T6 

on 

17  ... 

1’87  on  1st 

...  4*55  . 

.  54*8  on  16  ... 

53*5 

March 

5T4 

on 

13  ... 

2*18  on  31st 

...  3*96  . 

.  152*5  on  27  ... 

101*5 

April 

2-54 

on 

16  ... 

‘55  on  27th 

...  3*12  . 

.  142*6  on  26  ... 

129*2 

May 

L25 

on 

7  ... 

’53  on  4th 

...  3*20  . 

.  257*1  on  29  ... 

179  1 

June 

9T2 

on 

22  ... 

2*31  on  2nd 

...  3*35  . 

.  135*7  on  26  ... 

178*3 

July 

3T7 

on 

19  ... 

1  *05  on  3rd 

...  4*23  . 

.  14T2  on  26  ... 

154*7 

August 

662 

on 

20  ... 

1*05  on  31st 

...  5  04  . 

.  71*6  on  19  ... 

134*5 

September  ... 

7-04 

on 

19  ... 

1*58  on  2nd 

...  4*69  . 

.  63*5  on  19  ... 

114*6 

October 

494 

on 

22  ... 

1*35  on  13th 

...  6*46  . 

.  50*1  on  19  ... 

78*8 

November  ... 

4-79 

on 

15  ... 

1*06  on  17th 

...  5*54  . 

.  56*9  on  18  ... 

28*5 

December  ... 

8T7 

on 

19  ... 

1*20  on  2nd 

...  6*41  . 

.  42*1  on  19  ... 

27*1 

Totals  ... 

67-57 

„  218 

57*20 

1 184*7  „  269 

1199*5 

TEMPERATURES. 


HIGHEST 
MAXIMUM 
(in  screen) 


LOWEST 

MINIMUM 

(in  screen) 


LOWEST 

MINIMUM 

(on  grass) 


£  C'S 

2  o 

Ui  4-> 
£ 

w>  .s 


G 


o 

Ui 

O 


z 


£ 

o 

c 

CZ2 


S— i 

<u 

-o 

c 

3 

-C 

H 


C  T3 
-  <L> 
> 
v- 

<D 

O 


.c 


2  *o 

-oa 
H  £ 


>.  b 

■+->  C^» 


•C  o 


-C 

a 

c 


> 


-s 


cd 

Ui 

§  ° 
<D  -f3 

O  G 


(N 


55*0  on 

2nd. ..26*0  on  16, 17. ..22*0 

on  23rd...  9...  4...  1... 

— . . . 

— ... 

— . .. 

— . .. 

2... 

— 

54*0  „ 

29th. ..240 

„  28th...  17*0 

55 

28th... 12...  2...—... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

3... 

1... 

— 

68  0  „ 

26th.. .26*0 

,,  6th. ..200 

55 

6th...  9... — ... — ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

3... 

1... 

1 

66*0  ,,21,22. ..300 

„  30th. ..26*0 

55 

10th...  8...  1...— ... 

1... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— 

78*0  „ 

19th.  ..290 

„  3,  24. ..24*0 

55 

24th...  7... — ... — 

1... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— 

77*0  „ 

13th. ..390 

„  20,  21. ..33*0 

55 

20th...—...—...—... 

3... 

1... 

— ... 

— ... 

2... 

1 

91*0  „ 

29th.  ..43*0 

„  6th. ..38*0 

55 

6th... — ...  1... — ... 

1... 

1... 

1... 

— ... 

1... 

— 

68  0  „ 

1st.. .41*0 

„  27th. ..39*0 

55 

27,28...—...—...—... 

1... 

1... 

1... 

— ... 

1... 

— 

67*0  „ 

10th.. .41*0 

,,  22nd. ..33*0 

55 

21st... — ...  1... — .. 

1... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

1... 

— 

67*0  „ 

9th. ..32*0 

„  27,  28. ..24  0 

55 

26th...  3... — ... — ... 

1... 

1... 

— ... 

— ... 

1... 

— 

59*0  „ 

14th.. .260 

„  24th. ..230 

55 

26th...  5...—... — ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

2... 

1... 

— 

59  0  „ 

4th. ..240 

„  26,  27... 19*0 

55 

26th. ..14...  1...— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— ... 

1... 

— 

Totals 


67  10  1  9  4  2  8  12  2 
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WIND.  EARTH  TEMPERATURES. 


Month. 

Calm. 

North 

Quad¬ 

rant. 

South  East  West 
Quad-  Quad-  Quad¬ 
rant.  rant.  rant. 

High¬ 

est 

1ft. 

Low¬ 

est 

1ft. 

High¬ 

est 

4ft. 

Low¬ 

est 

4ft. 

January 

8 

a 

14 

1 

6 

44'5 

360 

45-8 

43  0 

February  ... 

6 

3 

6 

5 

9 

43-8 

35-4 

435 

42-5 

March 

12 

— 

14 

— 

5 

460 

36-8 

450 

420 

April 

5 

2 

5 

4 

14 

51T 

42-5 

47-8 

450 

May 

3 

6 

10 

5 

7 

59  0 

480 

500 

470 

June 

9 

1 

9 

1 

10 

625 

50-5 

54-4 

510 

July 

12 

2 

3 

2 

12 

696 

556 

568 

54*5 

August 

14 

2 

6 

2 

7 

670 

570 

580 

56-8 

September ... 

6 

2 

8 

— 

14 

590 

51*8 

57-0 

55*4 

October 

8 

1 

13 

— 

9 

57-0 

456 

556 

52-5 

November ... 

15 

1 

8 

3 

3 

500 

400 

52’3 

490 

December  ... 

11 

— 

10 

4 

6 

46-6 

36*3 

48'7 

453 

Totals  ... 

109 

22 

106 

27 

102 

ABNORMAL  PRECIPITATION. 


Nov.  2nd  and  3rd,  1931 
November  3rd,  1931  ... 

November  12th,  1938  ... 
November  4th,  1926  ... 
December  24th,  1925  ... 

August  2nd,  1923 

July  13th,  1932  . 

December  2nd,  1902  ... 

February  19th  and  20th,  1941  ... 


616  inches  in  36  hours 
4'86  inches 
3*37  inches 

3  32  inches  in  9^  hours 
3  50  inches 
3’00  inches 

2’56  inches  in  5  hours 
3.12  inches 

15  inches  Snowfall 


SUNDRY 

Warmest  Day 
Coldest  Night 
Warmest  Day  on  Record 
Coldest  Night  on  Record 


NOTES. 

91  degrees,  July  29th 
17  degrees,  February  28th 
91  degrees,  July  29th 
minus  5  degrees,  January  21st,  1940. 
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THE  WEATHER  OF  1948. 


The  rainfall  of  the  year  exceeded  the  annual  normal  by  11*8  per  cent,  and 
the  bright  sunshine  in  consequence  fell  by  3  per  cent,  of  normal. 

The  year  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  tropical  weather  of  July  when 
all  previous  high  temperature  readings  were  exceeded  ;  91  degrees  were  recorded 
on  the  29th  and  89  degrees  on  the  30th.  The  previous  highest  readings  being 
86  degrees  in  1925,  1930  and  1934. 

Gales  were  recorded  on  10  days,  one  of  which  occurred  in  Convention 
week,  causing  great  concern  for  a  time. 

The  summer  months  were  disappointing,  yet  the  spirit  of  goodwill  pre¬ 
vailed  in  no  uncertain  manner,  before  and  over  Christmas.  Fine  frosty  weather 
and  bright  sunshine  was  the  greeting.  This  reacted  on  the  faces  of  mortals  who 
had  almost  forgotten  how  to  smile. 


Looking  through  the  records  of  the  year,  with  austerity  still  in  the  fore¬ 
front,  we  say  good-bye  to  1948  with  thanks  for  small  mercies,  a  hot  spell,  good 
yule-tide  weather,  and  a  new  King  .  .  .  many  happy  returns  to  all. 


JANUARY  A  wet  month  with  four  gales. 


FEBRUARY  A  very  wet  first  half,  followed  by  fine  frosty  weather.  Two 
gales. 

MARCH  A  fair  good  month  with  a  wet  patch  in  the  middle,  was  blown 

out  by  a  gale  in  the  concluding  hours. 

APRIL  Commenced  with  the  legacy  of  a  gale.  Showers  and  sunshine 

alternated  during  most  of  the  month.  The  coldest  days  were  at 
the  end  of  the  month. 


MAY  This  is  what  we  wanted  and  what  we  hoped  would  continue — a 

long  spell  of  fine  weather  warming  up  as  the  days  went  on. 

* 

Summer  of  1948  was  from  May  6th  to  21st,  and  from  then  on, 
to  use  a  modern  expression,  “  We’d  had  it,”  which  being  inter¬ 
preted  meant,  “Summer  was  over.”  The  month  ended  with 
thunder  and  hail. 
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JULY 
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NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 


The  second  day  shed  tears  to  the  tune  of  231  inches,  the  wettest 
day  of  the  year,  followed  on  the  6th  by  L89.  Three  days  in  ihe 
middle  with  full  sunshine  returns  gave  us  hopes  for  more.  Alas, 
another  spell  of  rain,  with  thunder,  and  towards  the  end,  hail 
showers  brought  this  disappointing  June  to  a  close. 

On  the  whole,  July  gave  us  a  sample  of  most  types — a  good  wet 
day  and  many  with  showers, #a  few  (very  few)  really  bright  days, 
a  gale,  hail  showers,  AND  the  hottest  spell  of  the  century,  91 
degrees  and  89  degrees  in  the  shade.  The  month  closed  to  the 
accompaniment  of  a  thunderstorm. 

Rain  on  20  days,  a  good  deal  of  cloud  on  the  others.  A  thun¬ 
derstorm  on  the  5th,  hail  on  the  24th,  and  a  really  wet  night  as 
a  grand  finale.  Sunshine  little  more  than  half  our  usual  ration. 

Rain  on  22  days,  sunshine  again  just  above  half  of  normal.  A 
gale  on  the  26th. 

After  a  few  showery  days  a  fine  week  was  a  prelude  to  another 
long  wet  spell.  Hail,  thunder  and  lightning,  with  snow  on  the 
hills  supported  the  attempts  to  give  a  variety. 

Spasmodic  fine  and  wet  spells.  The  last  ten  days  gave  us  a 
delayed  St.  Luke’s  summer.  We  had  slight  fog  on  two  days — 
EVERY  OTHER  PLACE  IN  THE  COUNTRY  HAD 
DENSE  FOG  FOR  ALMOST  A  WEEK. 

First  half  wet,  then  we  experienced  a  long  spell  of  really  good 
seasonable  weather,  fine,  frosty  and  bright.  Even  pessimists 
were  going  about  pleased  with  themselves,  the  weather,  and  the 
government.  No  national  newspapers  for  three  days  helped 
everyone  to  forget  their  troubles  and  all  was  well  with  the  world. 
On  the  27th  the  Christmas  holiday  ended,  trains  started  to  run 
again  after  three  days’  rest,  papers  came  back  after  a  similar 
break,  and  with  the  news  of  threatened  strikes  and  other 
unsavoury  happenings,  it  didn’t  matter  what  the  weather  did. 
So  to  be  in  the  fashion,  it  was  nasty  too,  and  the  year  closed 
with  an  ugly  look,  sleet  and  snow. 

TOM  WILSON,  Observer  to  Meteorological  Society. 


Bakewell,  Printer,  &o.,  Keswiok, 


